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The situation on the international stage in regard to the Russian Federation and the sanction regime that has been imposed on it by the Western countries doesn't seem to be dramatically improving, even after Donald Trump has been elected as the new President of the United States.

Under these circumstances, the issue of diversifying the Russian network of strategic partnerships remains topical. One of the various ways to resolve this issue is the cooperation in the field of energy. Among the countries that have become energy partners with the Russian Federation, there is one region that stands out in particular: Latin America.

The Russian–Latin American energy cooperation already comprises several directions, including, but not limited to: such as equipment supply for the power plants (both thermal PPS and hydropower PPs), establishing joint ventures for oil and gas projects, and providing Latin American students with the higher education necessary for them to work in the energy industry after they have returned to their respective countries.
The Republic of Cuba has been the most important Latin American partner of the Soviet Union overall. After its collapse, however, the Russian–Cuban cooperation declined in all of its spheres, including energy. Nevertheless, there are signs that the situation is changing.
For instance, in January 2009 the Russian company «National Oil Consortium» signed a memorandum of understanding the Cuban company «Cubapetróleo» (СUPET), allowing Russia to begin its return to the Cuban oil and gas sector [2].
In January 2009, the Russian state-controlled oil company «Zarubezhneft» and «Cubapetróleo» have successfully negotiated four contracts on geologic exploration works and hydrocarbon extraction. This is the first time in the last 20 years that the long-term contracts between Russia and Cuba in this area have been concluded [5].
Joint oil projects, including medium-term, or, at the very least, short-term supply contracts can also be developed further as a cooperation field. A good example of this type of collaboration would be the delivery of 250,000 tons of oil and diesel fuel to Cuba that took place in May 2017. Thus, Russia has delivered its oil to Cuba for the first time this century [6]. What is more, on the 13th of November, 2017, the Russian oil company “Rosneft” announced that it would continue to supply Cuba with the Russian oil. However, the actual amount of oil that will be delivered and the duration of the agreement were not disclosed [1].
Nevertheless, with the current political and socio-economic crisis in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela yet to be resolved, and thus, with the security of its oil shipments to Cuba being somewhat uncertain, the 2017 oil delivery agreement may in time become a good starting point for the potential full-fledged restart of the Russian–Cuban oil trade.
The nuclear power industry is also a promising direction for the further development of the Russian-Cuban energy cooperation, especially considering the fact that currently there are only seven operational nuclear power reactors in Latin America: three in Argentina, two in Brazil and two in Mexico [4].
The first measures in this area were taken on September 27, 2016, when an intergovernmental agreement on peaceful uses of atomic energy was signed. The agreement serves as a legal basis for further bilateral cooperation between Cuba and Russia in a wide range of areas of the civil nuclear power, including, for example, management of radioactive wastes and spent sealed radiation sources (as well as training of nuclear specialists) [3].
Taking all of the mentioned above in consideration, the Russian–Cuban energy cooperation (and, by extension, the energy cooperation between the Russian Federation and the Latin America) may have gained enough momentum to ensure its steady development.
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